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Architectural Color Collection  
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AC – Architectural Colours

AC – Architectural Colours from 
StoDesign is a new range of  
300 selected colour shades for  
a timeless, architecture- and 
material-related colour scheme 
of buildings. The AC Collection 
was specifically developed for 
facades and supplements the 
StoColor System, especially in 
the colour shade range of  
yellow, orange and red.
The carefully coordinated colour 
worlds and formulations are 
very functional in providing  
a technical enhancement to the 
StoColor System. Especially 
when mineral coating and  
rendering systems are being 
applied, the selection of colour 
shades in these mineral colour 
shade range is more simple and 
more targeted than with the 
organically based StoColor  
System. The AC Collection  
therefore follows the Sto AG 
tradition of mineral colour fans 
(grades 12 and 14) and is the 
ideal supplement to the proven 
StoColor System with its 800 
colour shades.

StoColor System 
This system is based on human visual 
perception.
The six colour perception areas,  
consisting of the primary and secon-
dary colours yellow, red, blue as well 
as orange, violet and green, form the 
starting basis of the StoColor System. 
Through the subdivision of these six 
colour areas into four colour shade 
levels each, a 24-part colour wheel is 
created, and this constitutes the  
actual basis of the StoColor System.

From each of these 24 basic colour 
shades, and based on the principle of 
the same-colour triangle, five colour 
rows can be mixed in each grouping. 
The individual shades achieved in 
each row also have the same visual 
grades. As a result the colour rows 
run and develop the same way across 
all colour shade ranges, which, in 
turn, is the prerequisite for the reli-
able selection of colour shades and 
colour concepts.
In total, the StoColor System  
comprises 800 shades, of which 772 
are systematically assigned colour 
shades and 28 are greyscale shades 
which are in turn subdivided into 
three grey rows.

DC – DesignerCollection 10/11
The DC – DesignerCollection from 
StoDesign, issued every two years, 
showcases current colour trends and 
surfaces. The ‚Designer Collection 
10/11‘ comprises 38 colour shades 
and six matched surfaces.
These reflect the trends analysed by 
the designers at the international 
StoDesign Studios during their daily 
work with architects, and also 
through multi-sector studies and 
trend publications.
With the DesignerCollection, Sto AG 
is positioning its design and trend-
oriented stance. The target group for 
these fans are trend-oriented  
architects, interior designers and 
applicators.

We can therefore call upon  
a range of more than 1,100 colour 
shades when advising our  
customers.

Development

Especially when selecting and  
composing the colour shades for the 
AC Collection, we have looked more 
at European colour traditions than at 
short-term trends.
Coloured earth pigments (earth  
colours) constitute the classic basis for 
the selected colour shades. Together 
with their brightened and shaded 
hues, these enable credible, durably 
harmonious colour concepts to be 
developed for buildings. The focal 
point of this collection is a set of 
natural colours typical of their region. 

Key features include:
• 300 natural colour shades
• constitently colourful harmony with

shades that do not have excessively
bright components - essentially
predestined for application on
facades

• integration of 6 shades of white
including old white 11 and old
white 15

• three natural grey rows with
21 carefully matched shades

• frequently ordered, fast-selling
colour schemes from previous years
were taken into account, which
explains why the areas of yellow,
orange and red are more
extensively represented than the
other colour areas

• the sanded surface of the colour
leaves imbues them with a natural
finish that appeals to the senses



16000 43  C2

 90

 100

 80

 70

 60

 50

 40

 30

 20

 10

 0

m
in

er
al

isc
h,

 P
UT

Z

Kr
iti

sc
h:

 P
OR

EN
BE

TO
N

m
in

er
al

isc
h,

 W
DV

S

Designations | 54 | Proporties

Properties Designations

The technical properties of the 
AC Collection are carefully matched 
to suit the functionalities of mineral-
oriented product systems. All colour 
shades can, of course, be produced in 
our organic product systems.

• all 300 colour shades can be  
supplied as Lotusan and silicone 
resin facade paints

• as paint coatings, all 300 colour 
shades exhibit the highest possible 
colour permanence - category A1 
of the colour permanence code - 
because very good light-resistant 
pigments and binding agents are 
employed in their production.

	 The colour permanence code is 
listed in the BFS data sheet no. 26 
„Farbveränderungen von Beschich-
tungen im Außenbereich“ [Colour 
changes of coatings on exteriors‘] 
issued by the German association 

The standard Sto range of designations and/or symbols used for many years 
was also employed in this case:

Here is an example from the colour fan to clarify the designation  
with the circle symbol:

16281	 This colour shade with an L* of 26 can be produced as 
	 a silicate paint. 
	 Due to the fact that the L* is less than 30 in this case,  
	 the colour shade cannot be produced as the following renders:  
	 StoLotusan K/MP, StoSilco K/R/MP and StoSil K/R/MP

16282	 This colour shade with an L* of 36 can be produced as a silicate 	
	 paint and also as mineral renders

The five-digit number:
The ‚16‘ is rooted in the same tradition as Sto grade 12 and 14 
colour fans. The 300 colour shades are consecutively numbered 
from 16000 to 16299.

The black and white square:
The number indicates the lightness value and provides important 
indications about the feasibility of creating the colour shade.

The colour class:
Definition of the colour shade surcharge – refer to the price list.

The triangle: 
designates colour shades that can be produced as Lotusan Color, 
StoSilco Color and  Sto dispersion paints and renders.
All colour shades in the AC fan share this designation and can be 
created in these products. 

The circle:
This designation has a dual function!
A: it designates colour shades that can be created as  
silicate paint.
B: it designates colour shades that can be created as tinted 
render in the following products: StoLotusan K/MP,  
StoSilco K/R/MP and StoSil K/R/MP. 
Caution: Here, the standard restriction applies that the colour 
shades must not have a lightness value of less than 30.

16006 57  C3

16006 57  C3

16006 57  C3

16006 57  C3

16006 57  C3

for the protection of building paints 
and design integrity - the ‚Haupt-
verband Farbe Gestaltung Bauten-
schutz‘. Their publication arranges 
colours in accordance with their 
potential age-related colour 
changes.

	 The colour permanence code  
comprises groups (1, 2, 3) and 
classes (A, B, C). Each group  
classifies colouring pigments with 
regard to their light resistance. Each 
class designates the coating mate-
rial based on the binding agent.  
A colour permanence code can be 
assigned to every colour shade of  
a colour fan, ranging from A1 to 
C3, with A1 constituting the  
highest level of colour permanence. 

• The colour fan does of course lend 
itself superbly to projects in the 
‚monument protection sector‘  
(e.g. listed buildings etc.).

Lightness values and suitability 
for use with EWI systems
• a high proportion of colour shades, 

due to the lightness values selected 
is ideally suited for use with mineral 
and organic external wall insulation 
systems 

• the lightness value defines the  
lightness of a colour shade (see 
graphic)

As before, the following lightness 
value limits still apply:
• Colour shade 20 L* and lighter: 

StoTherm Mineral/Vario/ 
StoClassic System

• Colour shade 15 L* and lighter: 
StoTherm Classic with EPS 
 insulation

• Colour shade darker than 15 L*: 
StoTherm Classic with special IPMT 
approval

• Colour shade 30 L* and lighter: 
mineral, tinted renders 
coatings on porous concrete



16000		  84	

16025		  56	

16005		  83	

16030		  72		

16010		  57	

16035		  68		

16015		  67	

16040		  71		

16020		  61		

16045		  30		

16001		  86	

16026		  69	

16006		  57	

16031		  82		

16011		  71	

16036		  44		

16016		  30	

16041		  40		

16021		  74	

16046		  39		

16002		  87	

16027		  80	

16007		  67	

16032		  83	

16012		  80	

16037		  37		

16017		  51	

16042		  55		

16022		  85	

16047		  52		

16003		  85	

16028		  52	

16008		  78	

16033		  53		

16013		  45	

16038		  59		

16018		  80	

16043		  48		

16023		  71	

16048		  62		

16004		  79	

16029		  62	

16009		  86	

16034		  40	

16014		  48	

16039		  69		

16019		  50	

16044		  66		

16024		  81		

16049		  74		



16050		  34	

16075		  69	

16055		  42	

16080		  41		

16060		  69	

16085		  70		

16065		  60	

16090		  38		

16070		  62		

16095		  58		

16051		  51	

16076		  32	

16056		  61	

16081		  51		

16061		  36	

16086		  21		

16066		  24	

16091		  52		

16071		  73	

16096		  77		

16052		  68	

16077		  48	

16057		  80	

16082		  78	

16062		  57	

16087		  44		

16067		  33	

16092		  67		

16072		  21	

16097		  31		

16053		  86	

16078		  64	

16058		  33	

16083		  35		

16063		  22	

16088		  66		

16068		  52	

16093		  21		

16073		  37	

16098		  34		

16054		  35	

16079		  34	

16059		  52	

16084		  52	

16064		  41	

16089		  22		

16069		  46	

16094		  39		

16074		  53		

16099		  54		



16100		  75	

16125		  47	

16105		  21	

16130		  54		

16110		  36	

16135		  67		

16115		  15	

16140		  33		

16120		  15		

16145		  60		

16101		  20	

16126		  12	

16106		  30	

16131		  20		

16111		  48	

16136		  9		

16116		  21	

16141		  50		

16121		  20	

16146		  77		

16102		  38	

16127		  10	

16107		  38	

16132		  31	

16112		  70	

16137		  23		

16117		  41	

16142		  68		

16122		  30	

16147		  20		

16103		  56	

16128		  15	

16108		  47	

16133		  23		

16113		  27	

16138		  15		

16118		  62	

16143		  15		

16123		  48	

16148		  33		

16104		  74	

16129		  34	

16109		  25	

16134		  46	

16114		  42	

16139		  20		

16119		  20	

16144		  38		

16124		  31		

16149		  46		



16150		  60	

16175		  54	

16155		  50	

16180		  46		

16160		  30	

16185		  47		

16165		  46	

16190		  15		

16170		  72		

16195		  36		

16151		  71	

16176		  77	

16156		  15	

16181		  64		

16161		  58	

16186		  65		

16166		  56	

16191		  30		

16171		  21	

16196		  51		

16152		  11	

16177		  32	

16157		  30	

16182		  15	

16162		  11	

16187		  20		

16167		  20	

16192		  45		

16172		  32	

16197		  67		

16153		  23	

16178		  48	

16158		  47	

16183		  23		

16163		  20	

16188		  40		

16168		  37	

16193		  60		

16173		  22	

16198		  25		

16154		  37	

16179		  30	

16159		  21	

16184		  34	

16164		  32	

16189		  61		

16169		  54	

16194		  21		

16174		  38		

16199		  37		



16200		  48	

16225		  31	

16205		  59	

16230		  30		

16210		  20	

16235		  58		

16215		  54	

16240		  70		

16220		  42		

16245		  49		

16201		  65	

16226		  44	

16206		  20	

16231		  47		

16211		  31	

16236		  67		

16216		  71	

160241		 42		

16221		  59	

16246		  68		

16202		  16	

16227		  59	

16207		  38	

16232		  64	

16212		  44	

16237		  37		

16217		  20	

16242		  60		

16222		  74	

16247		  21		

16203		  24	

16228		  23	

16208		  56	

16233		  30		

16213		  25	

16238		  68		

16218		  43	

16243		  80		

16223		  36	

16248		  39		

16204		  41	

16229		  49	

16209		  74	

16234		  48	

16214		  38	

16239		  35		

16219		  23	

16244		  30		

16224		  53		

16249		  51		



16250		  70	

16275		  49	

16255		  71	

16280		  16		

16260		  41	

16285		  66		

16265		  39	

16290		  35		

16270		  57		

16295		  31		

16251		  56	

16276		  61	

16256		  35	

16281		  26		

16261		  64	

16286		  76		

16266		  48	

16291		  45		

16271		  82	

16296		  42		

16252		  71	

16277		  73	

16257		  48	

16282		  36	

16262		  23	

16287		  86		

16267		  59	

16292		  54		

16272		  51	

16297		  54		

16253		  35	

16278		  85	

16258		  81	

16283		  46		

16263		  54	

16288		  15		

16268		  72	

16293		  64		

16273		  44	

16298		  65		

16254		  48	

16279		  7	

16259		  30	

16284		  56	

16264		  26	

16289		  25		

16269		  37	

16294		  20		

16274		  63		

16299		  76		
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